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MEDICAL SOCIETIES' BY-LAWS AND THEIR INFRINGEMENTS.
We agree with a recently elected presiding officer of a medical so-

ciety, in a sentiment expressed by him in his speech on induction into
office. He remarked, in substance, that he hoped the proceedings of
the Society would be characterized rather by an earnest endeavor for
medical improvement, than by tedious and too often wholly use-
less discussions in reference to the construction and application of
the By-Laws. It was well known, he added, that in nearly every as-
sociation there is at least one man-who is "great on tho By-Laws,"
and of whom even " Tho Autocrat of the Breakfast Table " speaks; in-
deed, he may have originated tho phrase. Much valuable time is often
wasted by this individual's (not the Autocrat) pertinacity in regard to
the minuties of debate, parliamentary usages, &c.

Whilst wo believe tin's to be very often true, it is greatly to bo
deprecated that too much laxity should prevail, even in medical socie-
ties, as to the details of their management. Debate goes on better,
and more time is obtained for it, when the proprieties are observed
and tho regular times assigned for different exercises strictly adhered
to. Whenever it is really necessary to depart from this order, no rea-
sonable person will object to a suspension of the rules in the particu-lar instances requiring it ; and if the man who is " great on the By-
Laws "• should interfere under such circumstances, he should be at
once put down. A highly esteemed and very judicious medical friend
has lately expressed to us rather the opposite opinion to our own.
lie thinks that a society for medical improvement should always ig-
nore tho existence of their by-laws and rules, as far as possible, dur-
ing their meetings, and that tho proceedings should be allowed to go
along casilj-, taking care, pretty much, of themselves. Whilst wo re-

spect his learning, value his wise counsel, and are over ready to defer
to his superior knowledge in nearly every particular, we cannot fall in
with his views upon this matter ; we think much is gained by adhe-
rence to the rules of medical, as well as other meetings, and that
with a good chairman there need be no stiffness, nor any friction of
the machinery.

There is one point upon which wo have a few words to say. When
by-laws are properly made and passed, and when resolutions of a
chartered society are adopted by a vote of its members, the latter arc
bound, in all honor, wo think, no less than by fear of penalty, to re-

spect them, both in spirit and letter. There are more i n fringemerits
of such obligations by members of the Massachusetts Medical Society,in good standing, than they, or the Society as a body, would be will-
ing to acknowledge. In our issue of February 25th, 1858, a series of
resolutions, set forth and adopted by the Councillors of our State So-
ciety, was published. A reference to them will show the earnest en-
deavor of the Council to prevent all dabbling with " secret remedies"
by Fellows of the Society, as well as to express their judgment against
all attempts to procure abortion.
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With regard to the " secret remedies," we will only allude to one, at
this time ; and doubtless we shall bo told that it is not, now, a secret
remedy. It is true that the Peruvian Syrup, with a hypocritical show
of quasi ingenuousness, has been announced as the " Protoxide of
Iron—combined." We have previously referred to this blundering
attempt to dodge tho imputation of quackery ; the sentence is ab-
surdly incomplete and stupid. It was known before that iron was the
active ingredient—butwiih what is 'it combined ? Aye—-there's tho
rub—here the secresy begins, and the trickery is established ; and al-
though wo do not imagine that it is combined with anything of conse-

quence, the effort at concealment and mystery which its proprietor thus
makes, is enough to preclude its use by honorable physicians.

The first two "Resolutions " of those to which we referred above,
read as follows :—

" Resolved, That the Massachusetts Medical Society deem it dishonorable in
its Fellows to append their names in any way recommendatory of secret or quack
remedies, and any Fellow so exhibiting his name shall be considered as acting in
a manner derogatory lo the dignity of a Fellow of the Society."" itcsolved, That if any physician or chemist, through inadvertence, or misap-
prehension, shall have been induced to give his recommandation or authority in
any way lo promote, the circulation or sale of any secret or empirical medicine,
he shall be expected publicly to disclaim or revolee the same."

Wo suppose that if a physician writes a prescription, knowing that
it will be filled out of a bottle of " secret or empirical medicine," ho
virtually appends his name to it, lends his influence to its popular use,
more or less widely, and gives his " recommandation " and "authority
to promote its circulation " and " sale." The expectation conveyed
in the last resolution, however, will be probably quite as unavailing as
the industry and good intentions of the Councillors aro, apparently,
thrown away. Wc are cognizant of late and frequent infractions of
these resolutions, in the way we have mentioned. Is there no remedy
for such an abuse ?

FACTITIOUS NOSE.
Dr. WiT-LABD W. Comían, dentist, of this city, some time since

very skilfully adapted a nose made from porcelain to the face of a

young lady who lost the end of her own through the manipulations
of a cancer-quack. Whilst in this mutilated state, having been cured
of the immediate injury at the Mass. Gen. Hospital, she was soon by
an officer of the Institution, who interested himself in her welfare and
applied to Dr. Codman in her behalf. She was also retained in tho
Hospital, and her board paid as a patient during the attempt at repara-
tion of the injured feature. Wo quote a paragraph from a communi-
cation in the Transcript of March 5th, over the initials of the gentle-
man who initiated this charitable project.

" Dr. Codman look a cast of her fice, and, afler repealed trials, succeeded at
last in making a porcelain nose, lo be worn with spectacles, it is of the exact
shape of the original organ, and of a color like that of the natural skin. There is
nothing in Ihe least repulsive or unsightly about it. Under a common veil, it
would not even be noticed. The young gill has gone back to New Hampshire, hav-
ing derived infinite relief, under what seemed to be a hopeless deformity ; and in
her behalf. I would bear public testimony alike to the eminent professional ability
manifested by Dr. Codman, and to the disinterestedness which led him to offer
his services to this poor and comparatively friendless girl, gratuitously.

N. I. B.»
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Quarterly Payments.—We observe from tho report of tho meeting
of the Boston Medical Association, that a resolution was offered by
Dr. Bowditch, for adoption by the Association, recommending to mem-
bers to present their bills for medical attendance quarterly, instead of
half-yearly, or yearly, as heretofore. Tho resolutions wore referred to
the Standing Committee, who will report upon them at tho Annual
Meeting in May. We are glad to see this subject brought before tho
profession, and we hope the Committee will report in favor of the
adoption of the resolution. There seems to be no reason why physi-
cians should not be paid every quarter, instead of being obliged to
wait, as is too often the case, a whole year, or even longer, for money
which is .justly due thorn. Now that the system of long credits is
being abolished, it is more necessary than ever to have the means of
paying our own quarterly bills. If physicians' bills had hitherto
been paid quarterly, as a rule, a large amount would have been
saved to them during the past year, which was utterly lost. How
many people of wealth who could have paid with case their doctors'
bills on the first of July, lost all their property before the first of
January. _

Suffolk District Medical Society.—At the Annual Meeting of this So-
ciety, held Wednesday, April 7th, the following officers were elected :

President, A. A. Could ; Vice President, C. G. Putnam ; Secretary,
C. D. Romans ; Treasurer, A. A. Watson ; Librarian, R. M. Hodges;
Supervisors, M. S. Perry, A. B. Hull ; Commissioner on 'Priais, E.
Buck ; Councillors, J. Bigelow, G. Hayward, E. Buck, J. Ware, J.
Romans, J. Jeffries, W. Lewis, I). H. Storcr, J. Flint, C. G. Putnam,
R. G. Clark, R. I. Bowditch, J. M. Warren, S. Durkee, H. Dyer, A.
A. Watson, A. A. Gould, E. Palmer, Jr., G. Bartlett, M. S. Perry, J.
B. S. Jackson, N. B. Shurtloff, C. Gordon, J. B. Forsyth (Chelsea),C. E. Ware, P. M. Crane, W. J. Dale, J. Ayer, W. E. Cotilo, S. Cabot,
H. J. Bigelow, J. B. Alley ; Censors, W. W. Morland, H. W. Wil-
liams, W. E. Coale, C. E. Ware, Francis Minot.

Health of the City.—The mortality of the past week is quite small.
The most fatal diseases, after consumption, were pneumonia and scar-
latina. The coincidence between tho returns and those of the same
week of 1857 is striking ; thus, the total number for each was C5, the
deaths from consumption 14, from apoplexy and croup 2 each. Last
week thoro were 6 deaths from pneumonia and 4 from scarlatina.
against 4 and 13 for the corresponding week of last year.

MARRIED,—At Brooklyn, N. Y., 8th Inst-, J. M. Allen, Jr., M.D., to Ml.» Elisa Stanton.

Died,—In Worcester, 8th hist., Dr. Oliver 11. Blood, oV—In Blnndfbrd, Mas»., March 20th, Dr. Silas v.
Wright, 02.—At Westport, Coon«, April 7th, Joseph Jaunoey, M.O.. oldest son of the late Dr. JosephJaunoey, of New York.—In Troy, N. V., Dr. Avory T. Skilton.—In Philadelphia, April 5th, Dr. John K.
Mitchell, long known us n Professor in Jefferson Medical College. Dr. M. was a native ol Virginia, but Im-
bécil for u long time a resident of Philadelphia, lie ranked high in the profession.

Deaths in Boston for the week ending Saturday noon, April 10th, 05. Males, 37—FotnuloH, 28.—
Acculent, 1—apoplexy, 2—asthma, 1—bronchitis, 1—congestion of the brain, 1—disease of the brain, ;i—
consumption, 14—convulsions, 1—croup, 2—dysentery, 1—dropsy, 2—dropsy in the head, 5—debility, 1—
infantile diseases, 8—puerperal discuses, 1—scarlet fever, 4—typhoid fever, 1—disease of the heart, 2—In-
flummutlun of the lungs, 0—congestion of the lungs, 1—diseuse of the liver, 1—inurusmus, 1—measles. It—
old age, 2—palsy, It—teething, 1—whooping cough, 1.

Under ö years, 25—between 5 und 20 years, 9—between 20 and 40 years, 18—between 40 und 60 years,
6—above 00 year», 8. Born In the United States, 47—Ireland, 10—other places, 2.
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Buffalo Medical College.—The Annual Commencement of this College look
place on the 23d of February. Ex-President Fillmore, Chancellor of the Univer-
sity of Buffalo, conferred the medical degree on nine young gentlemen. The
distinction of special mention in regard to particularly meritorious theses was con-
ferred by the faculty on five gentlemen ; anil the honor of an authority to publish,
on two of these. The charge to the graduates was given by Prof. Moore, of Ro-
chester. The following brief extract from a notice of it, in the Buffalo Medical
Journal, will convey some idea of the subject and style of a portion of the charge :
—"To the physician, however, to his pocket and fame, drugs are the amulet
which is indispensable. The physician who gives advice is, by the masses, re-

jected for him who uives physic. The people have no appreciation of the silent
forces of nature, and how gently and easily they may be guided by tho skill of tho
acute, investigating physician. They wish physic, pills, boluses and potions, big
or litlle, and as long as the appetite exists they will have them."

Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia.—At a publie commencement, held March
9th, the degree of Doctor of Medicine was conferred on 209 graduates of this
school. The usual charge was delivered by Prof. Charles D. Meigs.

Medical College of Ohio.—Commencement at Cincinnati, March 2d, when the
degree of M.D. was conferred on 43 graduates. Address to the class by the Pre-
sident of Ihe Board of Trustees, Hon. J. P. Foote.

Nashville Medical School.—The number of students attending the late session of
lectures of the Medical Department of the University of Nashville, was 353. Of
these, 109, having complied with all ihe réquisition- of the University, were pro-
posed by the faculty for the degree of Doctor of Medicine, which was accordingly
conferred upon them.

Medical College of the University of Michigan.—The exercises at the Annual
Commencement of this school, at Detroit, took place March 20th, on which occa-
sion 27 gentlemen received tho degree of Doctor of Medicine. The address was

by Dr. J. H. Beech, of Coldwater.
Number of graduates, this season, in ihe Medical College of Georgia, 61;

University of Pennsylvania, 145; Oglethorpe Medical College, 11; Pennsylvania
Medical College, 35.

Mortality in New Orleans for the Year 1857.—Whiles, of both sexes, 6,067;
colored, of both sexes, 1,096. By cholera, 29; yellow fever, 199; scarlet lever,
86; trismus nascenlium, 199; consumption, (¡61. To these may be added—still-
born, 398. According to ihe report of the President of the Board of Health, three-
fourlhs of the stillborn, and three-fifths of ihe trismus cases, occur in the hands of
the ignorant midwives. Subtract, then, as unnecessary deaths, half the slill-born
and half the trismus cases (in all amounting lo 298); and then deduct one half
the consumption eases, as being deaths occurring amongst persons who have con-
tracted Ihe disease elsewhere, and who really come here only to die (being 330),
and we have a total of 628 to deduct from the total mortality of 6,067—thus leav-
ing us something like a fair total mortality of 5.439 for the past year. Assuming
our population, then, to be about 170,000 (and this is thought lo be a very fair es-

timate), and we have a mortality of about one in every thirty-one of the inhabi-
tants.—N. O. Medical News and Hospital Gaz.

Missouri State. Lunatic Asylum.—From Fulton, we learn lhat the Slate Lunatic
Asylum is crowded to ils utmost capacity, containing one bundled ami sixty in-
mates. The condition of the patients, so far as general health and comfort are

concerned, is most favorable. The Institution is in good hands, and is a credit to
the Slate.—St, Louis Med. and Surg. Journal.

Novel Importation.—Among the cargo of the Dane steamer, discharging ill the
Southampton docks on Saturday, from the Cape of Good Hope, were seven eases,
addressed to Dr. Schwarz. Germany. The contents being unknown, they were

taken to the " sight floor!' for examination by the Customs1 officers, when they
were found to contain various specimens of natural history. One case was filled
with human bones, and in another case were four tins, each containing the head
of a negro, preserved in brandy in a jar closely secured iti the tin. The wholo
were in the most perfect condition.—London Times.
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